
For hundr eds of year s,
sightings of str ang e a pe-lik e
cr ea tur es ha ve been
re por ted thr oughout Nor th
America. No w kno wn as
“sasqua tc h, ” or “bigf oot” in
the United Sta tes ,
ne wspa per r epor ts a bout
these cr ea tur es g o bac k to
1721.

With an estima ted 400
sasqua tc h-r ela ted incidents
no w occur ring ann uall y, the
issue has g one f ar be yond
the r ealm of fantasy , and
has a ttr acted the a ttention
of scientists and other
pr of essionals .

In this pr esenta tion, w e e xplor e the sasqua tc h
phenomenon thr ough the r esear c h of man y
dedica ted sasqua tc h/bigf oot enthusiasts and
pr of essional scientists . W hile the last c ha pter on
this intriguing phenomenon is y et to be written,
pr esented her e ar e the f acts as w e kno w them.

Artistic study by Brenden Bannon, 2005.

SASQ UAT CH
Nor th America’ s Most Amazing Phenomenon

Artistic study by
Christopher L. Murphy ,
1996. 
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Perha ps the ear liest indica tions of
sasqua tc h e xistence ar e se ver al
car ved stone heads f ound in the
Columbia Ri ver v alle y. Emeritus
Pr of essor of Anthr opolo gy
Roderic k Spr ague tells us the
heads shar e cer tain non-human
but anthr opoid f ea tur es , and thus a
rela tionship betw een the heads
and Sasqua tc h phenomena is
sug gested. One head has been
da ted a t betw een 1500 BC and
A.D . 500.

STONE HEAD

“HAIR Y MAN” PETR OGLYPH

Another curious car ving is a
stone f oot (a ge not kno wn) f ound
in Lillooet, British Columbia. It is
belie ved to be a medicine man ’s
cer emonial stone . Dr. Gr ov er S .

Kr antz tells us , “this br oken
car ving , missing the big toe and
the heel, resemb les the moder n

footprints a ttrib uted to the
sasqua tc h, not the prints of an y

kno wn animal. ”

Petr ogl yphs (car vings or
inscriptions on r oc ks) ar e f ound
thr oughout Nor th America. The y
de pict people , animals and v arious
symbols . Some , suc h as the one
loca ted a t P ainted R oc k,
Calif or nia, and sho wn her e, ar e
said to r epr esent the “Hair y Man. ”
Stories a bound in Na ti ve le gends
about this cr ea tur e, and its
description ma tc hes tha t of w ha t
w e ha ve come to kno w as the
sasqua tc h or bigf oot. The a ge of
this petr ogl yph is a t least 1,000
year s, b ut it could be m uc h older .

EARL Y N ATIVE SASQ UAT CH REFERENCES
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Picto gra phs (pr ehistoric
dr awings or paintings on
roc k) de picting w ha t na ti ve
people describe as the
“hair y man” ha ve also been
found. The e x ce ptionall y
w ell-pr eser ved ima ges
sho wn her e ar e said to be
those of an 8-f oot tall hair y
man, wif e and c hild. The
ancient w or k is in a r oc k
shelter also loca ted a t
Painted R oc k, Calif or nia. It
is pr oba bl y betw een 500 and
1000 y ear s old. The na ti ve
people in this r egion ar e the
Yokut Indians , and their
highl y thought-pr ov oking
stories of the “hair y man”
lea ve little doubt tha t the y
ar e r ef er ring to w ha t w e
no w call sasqua tc h or
bigf oot.

The identif ica tion of the
pr evious ima ges cannot

be a ttrib uted to
selecti vity or ima gina tion.

Her e w e see
unambiguous , na tur alistic
Yokut ima ges of a co yote ,
humans , and a ca ter pillar .

This indica tes tha t the
“hair y man” w as a totall y

dif fer ent cr ea tur e fr om
kno wn species .

EARL Y N ATIVE SASQ UAT CH REFERENCES
3



NA TIVE WOOD CAR VINGS DEPICTING
THE SASQ UAT CH

This Tsimshian mask w as f ound in
British Columbia in the ear l y par t of
the last centur y. T he cr ea tur e it
de picts is undenia bl y a pe-lik e. As no
apes of an y sor t ar e na ti ve to Nor th
America, the inspir ation f or the car ving
ma y ha ve been the sasqua tc h. In the
Tsimshian cultur e, as in man y na ti ve
cultur es , the sasqua tc h (or sasqua tc h-
lik e cr ea tur es) has sacr ed signif icance .
This mask w ould ha ve been cr ea ted to
honor the cr ea tur e. T he actual mask is
not sho wn her e f or r eligious r easons
w e acce pt and r espect. The actual a ge
of the mask is not kno wn, but w e
belie ve it w as cr ea ted ar ound 1850.
(Dr awing b y P eter Trav er s.)  

Na ti ve masks tha t actuall y
de pict the sasqua tc h, or

sasqua tc h-lik e cr ea tur es , ar e
numer ous . Few, ho wev er ,

expr ess a sense of reality as
w ell as this Chehalis mask

car ved b y Ambr ose P oint in
1938. He li ved on the Chehalis

Reser va tion in British Columbia,
w her e man y sasqua tc h

sightings ha ve been r epor ted. It
is belie ved he actuall y sa w a

sasqua tc h w hic h pr ovided the
inspir ation f or the mask. The

ph ysical siz e of the car ving is
far lar ger than a human head,

and ma y indica te the g rea t siz e
of the cr ea tur e he obser ved.
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EARL Y WRITTEN SASQ UAT CH
REFERENCES

The ear liest written sasqua tc h r ef er ences
recount the e xperiences of ear l y e xplor er s
and tr av eler s. W e ar e told tha t Lief Erikson
encounter ed ug ly, hair y monster s in A.D .
986, and tha t Sam uel de Champlain w as
inf or med of a giant hair y f or est beast in
1603. Ther e ar e indeed other accounts , and
ther e is no telling ho w man y ha ve been lost
to histor y.

In his book, The Wanderings of an Artist
Among the Indians of North America, Paul
K ane pr ovided a f ir st-hand, dir ect account
of ear l y Na ti ve f ear of the cr ea tur e. On
Mar c h 16, 1847, K ane w as in the Mount St.
Helens , Washington, ar ea, but w as una ble
to g et na ti ves to accompan y him up the
mountain f or f ear of , “a r ace of beings of a
dif fer ent species , w ho ar e cannibals .”

Remar ka bly, the f ir st major pub lished
account of w ha t a ppear s to be a cr edib le
sasqua tc h encounter w as written b y
Theodor e R oose velt, w ho la ter became
Pr esident of the United Sta tes . In his book,
Wilderness Hunter (1892), Roose velt
recounted a stor y told to him b y a tr apper
tha t took place in the Bitter root Mountains
in the1850s . T he tr apper pr ovided
con vincing details on ho w his par tner w as
killed b y some sor t of beast tha t w alk ed on
tw o le gs .

Ne wspa per r epor ts ar e b y f ar the most
numer ous . Sixty-one r epor ts of possible
sasqua tc h incidents prior to 1900 ha ve
come to light. This n umber does not inc lude
re por ts of those “wild men” w ho fr om their
descriptions a ppear to ha ve been mer el y
tha t.

PAUL KANE

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
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In the summer of 1924, Fr ed Bec k
and f our other pr ospector s c laimed
they w er e a ttac ked b y a n umber of
sasqua tc h near Mt. St. Helens . T he
cr ea tur es thr ew r oc ks a t the men ’s
ca bin and tried to br eak thr ough the
roof , w all, and door . T he a ttac k
contin ued thr oughout the night, but
the stur dy windo wless ca bin
withstood all assaults . In the
mor ning , Bec k said he shot one of
the cr ea tur es w hic h toppled into Ape
Can yon (so named as a r esult of this
incident).

Fred Beck in the 1970s; Inset, 1924.

Also in the summer of 1924,
Alber t Ostman c laims he w as

abducted b y a sasqua tc h near
Toba Inlet, British Columbia. He

w as car ried a wa y in his slee ping
ba g and held ca pti ve f or six
da ys b y a sasqua tc h f amil y

(male , f emale , y oung bo y and
gir l). The stor y of his ca pti vity

and esca pe is w ell documented,
and he died still f ir m tha t his

sw or n account w as tr ue .

In Se ptember 1941, Mr s. J eannie
Cha pman said she w as ter rif ied a t a
the sight of an enor mous sasqua tc h
appr oac hing her home . She
ga ther ed her thr ee y oung c hildr en
and f led to g et her husband w ho
w or ked nearb y. Humanlik e
footprints 16 inc hes long w er e
found near the house . Un usual
ho wling near the pr oper ty during
the ne xt w eek caused the
Cha pmans to a bandon their home .

René Dahinden (L) and Albert Ostman.

THE APEMEN OF MT . ST HELENS

THE OSTMAN ABDUCTION

THE R UBY CREEK INCIDENT

Abandoned Chapman Home, late 1950.

THE SASQ UAT CH CLASSICS
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In the summer of 1955, William R oe , an e xperienced
hunter , hik ed up Mica Mountain, w hic h is near the to wn
of Tete J aune Cac he , British Columbia. He said he sa w
w ha t he thought w as a bear half hid den in the f or est,
and calml y obser ved the cr ea tur e fr om behind a b ush.
To his sur prise , it stood up on tw o le gs and w alk ed
to w ar ds him. No w full y visib le , the cr ea tur e a ppear ed
ape-lik e, a bout 6-f eet tall, co ver ed in dar k br own, silv er -
tipped hair , and b y its e vident br easts , a f emale .
Una w ar e tha t it w as being obser ved, it pr oceeded to the
edg e of the b ush concealing R oe . It cr ouc hed do wn and
star ted to ea t lea ves fr om the b ush. Roe obser ved the
cr ea tur e f or a consider ab le time , and noted man y
details . W hen the cr ea tur e noticed R oe , it shifted
bac kw ar d, stood up , and w alk ed r apidl y a way. R oe had a
rif le and le veled it on the cr ea tur e, b ut decided not to
shoot because he f elt it w as human. The dr awing seen
her e w as cr ea ted b y R oe’ s daughter under his dir ection,
(although some aspects dif fer fr om his description).

THE WILLIAM R OE EXPERIENCE

The ter m “bigf oot” became the
common name f or the cr ea tur e in the

United Sta tes in October 1958. As it
ha ppened, during tha t month, J er ry

Cr ew, a r oad constr uction w or ker , sa w
lar ge humanlik e f ootprints cir c ling his
par ked b ulldo zer on a r oad being b uilt

in the Bluf f Cr eek, Calif or nia ar ea.
Suc h prints had been pr eviousl y seen
tha t y ear b y Cr ew and other w or ker s,
and w ha te ver w as making the prints

w as being r ef er red to as “bigf oot. ”
Cr ew made a plaster cast of one of the
prints and r epor ted the incident to the
Humboldt Times ne wspa per a t Eur eka,

Calif or nia. A subsequent Associated
Press release used the name “Bigf oot, ”

and na tion-wide pub lica tion of their
stor y f ir ml y esta b lished the ter m.

THE BIR TH OF THE N AME “BIGFOO T”

Jerry Crew in a newsp aper photograph.

THE SASQ UAT CH CLASSICS
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The onl y major full y or ganiz ed and
funded a ttempt to f ind the sasqua tc h
w as the P acif ic Nor thw est Exped-
ition (PNE) w hic h commenced
oper ations in 1959, and contin ued f or
almost thr ee y ear s. T he or ganiza tion
w as funded b y Tom Slic k, a Te xas oil
millionair e.

In 1961, Slic k also initiall y f inanced
the smaller British Columbia Exped-
ition, headed b y Bob Titm us , w ho
w or ked with J ohn Gr een.

Ev er ything f ound b y the r esear c h-
er s, inc luding all photo gra phs , w as
sent to Slic k’ s Southw est F ounda-
tion in San Antonio , Te xas .
Evidence f ound w as encour aging ,
but f ailed to pr ovide f ir m pr oof of
sasqua tc h e xistence .

Slic k w as killed in an air plane
accident in the summer of 1962,
and suppor t f or both e xpeditions
ceased.

ORGANIZED EXPEDITIONS TO FIND
THE SASQ UAT CH

Original organizers of the Pacific Northwest Expedition. (L to R) Ed Patrick, T om
Slick, René Dahinden, Kirk Johnson, Bob T itmus and Gerri W alsh (Tom Slick’ s
secret ary). John Green, another member , took the photograph.
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On October 20, 1967, Rog er
Pa tter son and R ober t Gimlin of
Yakima County , Washington, f ilmed  a
female sasqua tc h, or bigf oot, along a
remote section of Bluf f Cr eek in
nor ther n Calif or nia. The one-min ute
color f ilm f oota ge c lear l y sho ws an
ape-lik e, hair -co ver ed cr ea tur e
w alking along a g rav el sand bar .
During its passa ge, the cr ea tur e
tur ned and g lanced a t the men w ho
w er e a bout 102 f eet a way. It then
contin ued on its cour se and
disa ppear ed in the w oods dir ectl y
ahead.

The f ilm has been intensel y anal yz ed
and studied b y man y qualif ied
pr of essionals , inc luding a cer tif ied
for ensic e xaminer , all of w hom a ttest
to the pr oba ble r eality of the
cr ea tur e f ilmed.

Exper ts in Holl yw ood ha ve sta ted
tha t the y could not duplica te the
cr ea tur e without signif icant f inancial
resour ces , and e ven then ther e w er e
no guar antees . Ev en the w or ld-
acc laimed mak e-up ar tist, J ohn
Chamber s, sta ted in the la te 1990s
tha t he w as simpl y “not tha t g ood. ”

Ev er y ef for t to duplica te the f ilm b y
f ilm pr oducer s and ama teur s has
failed miser ably. Man y indi viduals
ov er the y ear s ha ve tried to discr edit
the f ilm, but not one piece of ev en
mar ginall y har d e vidence has
surf aced to cast doubt on the f ilm’ s
authenticity .

THE P ATTERSON/GIMLIN FILM

Frame 350 of the Patterson/Gimlin film. The
height of the creature as seen here is
estimated to be between 6 feet, 6 inches, and
7 feet, 3.5 inches. It s weight is estimated at
540 pounds or more.

Ad photo showing the Cine-Kodak K-100
camera used to film the creature.
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THE P ATTERSON/GIMLIN FILM

Unf or tuna tel y, after a shor t distance , the
tr ac ks w ent up into the mountains w her e the y

could not f ollo w.

The men then r etur ned to the f ilm site and
c losel y e xamined the tr ac ks on the sand bar .
The f ootprints in the g round w er e a bout 14.5

inc hes long and 1 inc h or so dee p. T he y
immedia tel y made plaster casts of the

footprints . Pa tter son is seen her e holding the
casts shor tl y after the y had set.

The men then dr ov e to a shipping f acility and
sent the f ilm r oll to Yakima f or immedia te

pr ocessing . T he y w anted to hear bac k tha t
the y had ca ptur ed the cr ea tur e on f ilm bef or e
the y left the ar ea. Ho wev er , a f ew hour s after

retur ning to their camp , hea vy r ain f or ced
them to a bandon fur ther r esear c h. With g rea t
dif f iculty due to f looding and landslides , the y

got out of the ar ea ear l y the ne xt da y.

Using the best inf or ma tion
w e ha ve, the f ilm site
pr oba bl y a ppear ed v er y
c lose to this model
re pr esenta tion.
Pa tter son ’s position is
indica ted with a r ed pe g.
The cr ea tur e’ s position is
as seen in fr ame 352 of
the f ilm (a bout one thir d
into the total f ilm). J ust
be yond this point, gr ound
de bris , b ushes , and tr ees
obscur e the cr ea tur e’ s
ima ges .

After the cr ea tur e dis-
appear ed in the f or est, the
tw o men f ollo w ed its tr ail
on hor se bac k.
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Pa tter son (right) and Gimlin w er e
enthusiastic a bout the f ilm’ s pr ospects ,
and within one w eek took it f or r evie we
by scientists and other pr of essionals a t
the Uni ver sity of British Columbia. While
some inter est w as indica ted, it w as not
suf f icient to g et suppor t f or a
gov er nment-sponsor ed e xpedition to
seek har d e vidence of the cr ea tur e’ s
existence .

The tw o ther eupon took
the f ilm “on the r oad, ”
w her e it w as g r eeted
with inter est by the
gener al pub lic .

In 1971, René Dahinden
took the f ilm to Eur ope
and had it r evie w ed b y

scientists in f iv e countries . Tw o scientists w ent be yond
simpl y vie wing the film and pr ovided encour aging written
re por ts . In Nor th America, thr ee ad ditional scientists and
a f or ensic e xaminer ha ve g one on r ecor d as to the
pr oba b le authenticity of the cr ea tur e f ilmed. Other
pr of essionals ha ve e xpr essed opinions tha t suppor t either
the f ilm, or the sasqua tc h in g ener al. Usuall y, w hen
scientists tak e the time to pr oper l y anal yz e the
Pa tter son/Gimlin f ilm, the y ar e impr essed and moti va ted to
perf or m fur ther r esear c h.

LIVING TESTIMONY
Rober t Gimlin is seen her e a t the Willo w Cr eek
Bigf oot Symposium in 2003. He has r ecounted
the stor y of the f ilming to audiences man y times
since the e pic e vent in 1967, and contin ues to
reaf f ir m tha t w ha t he sa w a t Bluf f Cr eek w as a
na tur al cr ea tur e.

THE P ATTERSON/GIMLIN FILM
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Footprints and plaster
casts ther efr om pr ovide the
str ong est ph ysical
evidence of sasqua tc h
existence . T he n umber ,
quality , conf igur ation and
distrib ution of prints all
r ule in f av or of a na tur al
foot making the prints .
Anthr opolo gists w ho ha ve
studied casts a gr ee tha t
the prints w er e made b y an
unkno wn prima te .

FOO TPRINTS

HANDPRINTS

Although hand prints ar e
rar e, se ver al ha ve been

found and cast. The
prints ar e not onl y m uc h

lar ger than a human
hand, but also sho w

other distinct
dif fer ences . Scientists

w ho ha ve studied hand
casts contend tha t the

prints w er e not made b y
a human hand.

The Skookum Cast and Dr . Jeff Meldrum.

BOD Y PRINTS

Bod y par t impr essions w er e
found in Sk ookum Meado ws ,
Washington, tha t indica te a
sasqua tc h r ec lined in soft
ear th. A cast (kno wn as the
Sk ookum Cast) w as made of
those impr essions . It has been
studied b y anthr opolo gists , w ho
contend tha t the impr essions
w er e made b y an unkno wn
prima te .

THE PHY SICAL SASQ UAT CH EVIDENCE

(L) Print found on Onion Mount ain, California, cast
by Bob T itmus. (R) Print found in the Blue
Mount ains, Washington, cast by Paul Freeman.

(L) A print in a series found by the Skeena River ,
B.C. (R) Bob T itmus with cast s of two print s.
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Deer Chimpanz ee

Human Sasq-CA

Sasq- WA#1 Sasq- WA#2

Hair samples associa ted with sasqua tc h sightings ha ve
been collected and anal yz ed b y Dr . Henner F ahr enbac h. The
follo wing is his r epor t on his f indings .

****
Gener all y, sasqua tc h hair has the same diameter r ang e

as human hair and a ver ag es 2 to 3 inc hes (5 to 8 cm) in
length, with the long est collected being 15 inc hes (38.1
cm). The end is r ounded or split, often with embed ded dir t.
A cut end w ould indica te human origin. Hair tha t is e xposed
for a long time to the elements tends to be de gr aded b y
fungi and bacteria, a pr ocess r eadil y a ppar ent under the
micr oscope . Suc h hair s ar e r outinel y r ejected, and none of
the photo gra phed hair s sho wn her e suf fer fr om suc h
def ects .

Sasqua tc h hair is distinguished b y an a bsence of a
medulla, the centr al cellular canal. At best, a f ew shor t
re gions of a fr a gmentar y medulla of amor phous
composition ar e f ound near the base of the hair . Some
human hair s also lac k a medulla, but the cur rent collection
of 20 inde pendent samples with cong r uent mor pholo gy
ef fecti vel y r ules out substitution of human hair .

The cr oss-sectional sha pe and color of sasqua tc h hair is
unif or m fr om one end to the other , in k ee ping with the c har -
acteristics of prima te hair in g ener al. Ther e ar e no guar d
hair s or w ooll y under coa t, and the hair cannot be e xpected
to molt with the seasons . Hence , hair collections ar e
in varia bl y spar se in n umber .

Despite a wide v ariety of obser ved hair color s in
sasqua tc h, under the micr oscope the y in varia bl y ha ve f ine
melanin pigmenta tion and a r ed dish cast to the cor te x,
pr esuma bl y a function of the pigment phaeomelanin.

Ef for ts a t DN A anal ysis ar e contin uing , though hamper ed
by the lac k of a medulla, a condition tha t, w her e it e xists in
human hair , also impedes suc h studies . Ad vances in DN A
tec hnolo gy pr omise e ventual success .

SASQ UAT CH HAIR

Hair micrographs (260x): The deer hair has the cross-section almost entirely occupied by the
medulla, an unbroken lattice in hair terminology . It has, of course, a thin cortex and cuticle. The
chimpanzee hair , pitch black, has a continuous, mostly amorphous medulla. The human hair has
the typical amorphous fragmentary medulla. The three sasquatch hairs (one from California; two
from W ashington) are (CA) dark brown; (W A#1) very dark (observed as black on the animal); and
(WA#2) reddish brown (called buckskin by the observers of the animal). A medulla is uniformly
absent in these hairs.

THE PHY SICAL SASQ UAT CH EVIDENCE
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SASQ UAT CH STR UCTURES

We can r eason tha t sasqua tc h
pr oba bl y mak e some sor t of
str uctur e f or r esting , and perha ps
use ca ves or other enc losur es f or
pr otection. Wildlif e biolo gist Dr .
J ohn Binder na gel has done
consider ab le r esear c h on this
subject (pub lished in North
America’s Great Ape: the
Sasquatch ). He details
disco veries of lar ge, un usual nest-
lik e str uctur es (some par tiall y
roof ed), and of one incident
w her e a sasqua tc h w as seen in
an a bandoned mine shaft. La ter
explor ations of the shaft r ev ealed
an o val nest 4 f eet b y 4.5 f eet
made of for est ma terial. Although
ther e is no har d e vidence to
connect these str uctur es with
sasqua tc h, the y ar e dif fer ent fr om
common bear beds and cannot be
associa ted with an y kno wn
animal.

TWISTED/BR OKEN BRANCHES

Another un usual occur rence has
been associa ted with sasqua tc h f or
man y y ear s. Dr. J ohn Binder na gel
re por ts: “Occasionall y obser ved
w her e a sasqua tc h has mo ved
thr ough a w ooded ar ea is a series
of br ok en sa pling or br anc hes up
to f our inc hes in diameter , sna pped
or twisted of f six to eight f eet
abo ve the g round. ”

One’ s immedia te r eaction might be
tha t the br anc hes w er e br ok en b y
the wind, or other se ver e w ea ther
conditions . Ho wev er , pr ecise
obser va tions b y Dr . Rober t Alle y in
Alaska r ev ealed tha t br anc hes ar e
br ok en in this w ay during periods
w hen w ea ther w as not a f actor .
Because hands w ould be needed to
br eak the br anc hes , the sasqua tc h
is a lik el y suspect.

EXCREMENT OR FECES

Lar ge, human-lik e e vacua tions ha ve
been f ound and e xamined. Their
contents ar e not tha t of a human or
a bear , and their sha pe dif fer s fr om
an y kno wn animal. Fur ther , one
ob viousl y non-human sample
contained e ggs of par asites
common in southw est China.

THE PHY SICAL SASQ UAT CH EVIDENCE

Nest found at Kiawock Lake, Alaska, with an ax
for scale. 

(L) Walla Walla, WA. (R) Mt. Hood, OR.
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SASQ UAT CH R OOTS
(A Plausib le Origina tion Theor y)

Until v er y r ecentl y, none of the kno wn
gr ea t a pes could la y c laim to a possib le
fossil ancestor , b ut f our hug e f ossiliz ed
lo w er ja ws and hundr eds of teeth of
w ha t could be a sasqua tc h ancestor
ha ve been kno wn f or man y y ear s.
Designa ted Gigantopithecus blacki,
these giant a pes w er e li ving in
souther n China a t least until 100,000
year s a go, and an older ja wbone f ound
in India pr ov es tha t the y e xisted o ver a
lar ge ar ea and f or a v er y long time .
Ther e is no e vidence tha t the y spr ead
to Nor th America via the land bridg e
tha t once connected it to Asia, but
other animals did, and ther e is no
appar ent r eason w hy the y could not
ha ve done so .

Dr. Gr ov er Kr antz r econstr ucted the
complete skull of a Gigantopithecus
blacki based on the cr ea tur e’ s lo w er
ja w. A dir ect comparison with a human
skull and a g orilla skull conf ir ms tha t
the cr ea tur e w as v er y lar ge.

Whether Gigantopithecus w alk ed
upright or on all f our s will pr oba bly
ne ver be cer tain unless other bones ar e
found. All tha t the ja ws pr ov e is tha t an
ape of suf f icient siz e to ma tc h
sasqua tc h descriptions did e xist in
rela ti vel y r ecent times , and not
impossib l y f ar fr om Nor th America.
Making the cr ossing w ould ha ve
requir ed ada pting to lif e in a m uc h
colder c lima te , b ut f or tha t the
cr ea tur e’ s hug e siz e w ould ha ve been a
signif icant ad vanta ge.

Speculated transmigration route of
humans and animals from Asia into
North America.

Dr. Grover Krantz with a model of a
Gigantopithecus blacki constructed
by William Munns.

Land bridge caused by lower sea
levels 20,000 years ago

Ice limit 20,000 years ago

Route of transmigration
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THE YETI

The y eti, w hic h is said to inha bit
the Himala yas , w as f ir st br ought
to the a ttention of the outside
w or ld a bout 100 y ear s a go. Since
tha t time , man y e xpeditions ha ve
been under tak en to f ind the
cr ea tur e. T her e ar e man y
documented sightings , some v er y
cr edib le , b ut a bsolutel y no
photo gra phic e vidence .
Footprints in  sno w r emain the
main tangib le e vidence of the
cr ea tur e’ s e xistence . Tibetan
monks ha ve thr ee kno wn scalps
and a sk eletal hand tha t the y
c laim ar e fr om y eti. Ho wev er ,
anal ysis of one scalp did not
suppor t their c laim. As to the
hand, it w as anal yz ed, but had
been pr eviousl y tamper ed with
(some bones r emo ved and
re placed with human bones). As
a r esult, the f indings indica ted
“human bones and animal bones ,”
with no identif ica tion pr ovided f or
the “animal. ”

In 2001, British scientists
obtained alle ged y eti hair
samples yielding DN A tha t could
not be identif ied. Br yan Syk es ,
Pr of essor of Human Genetics a t
the Oxf or d Institute of Molecular
Medicine , sta ted, “W e ha ve ne ver
encounter ed DN A tha t w e
couldn ’t r eco gniz e bef or e.” We
ar e a w aiting fur ther
de velopments .

Yeti f ootprints ar e totall y
dif fer ent fr om sasqua tc h
footprints . It might ther ef or e be
reasoned tha t the cr ea tur e is not
c losel y r ela ted to the sasqua tc h,
just r emotel y connected.

Painting of a yeti by Robert Bateman.

Yeti footprint cast copy , about 12.5
inches long. The original was created
from a photograph.

SASQ UAT CH “CONNECTIONS”
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THE R USSIAN SNO WMAN

Soldiers with slain snowman by L ydia Bourt seva.

“Sno wmen” (also called almasty
ka ptar , or leshiy) ha ve been
sighted thr oughout R ussia per
se f or centuries . Although the y
shar e some f ea tur es with the
sasqua tc h, it has not been
esta b lished tha t the y ar e the
same cr ea tur e. Sightings
indica te tha t sno wmen r ang e in
height fr om human siz es up to
10 f eet tall. Ho wev er , it a ppear s
the cr ea tur es themselv es , lik e
humans , dif fer in sta tur e fr om
re gion to r egion.

Stories of examining , ca pturing ,
domestica ting , and killing
sno wmen ar e w ell documented,
but conc lusi ve har d e vidence of
the cr ea tur e’ s e xistence has
ne ver been pr oduced. Ther e is
no kno wn photo gra ph of the
cr ea tur e.

One plausib le account of a
sla ying took place in 1925.
Soviet soldier s inad ver tentl y
killed a sno wman during a
confr onta tion with anti-So viet
guer rillas in the P amir -Alai
Mountains (now in Tajikistan).
Cir cumstances w er e suc h tha t
the y could not tr anspor t the
bod y out of the r egion; ho wev er ,
it w as thor oughl y e xamined b y
an ar m y medical doctor . A
detailed r epor t w as pr ovided to
Soviet scientists b y the unit
commander , Major -Gener al
Mikhail Topilsk y, in 1966.

(T) A possible Russian snowman likeness. (L)
Igor Bourt sev with a 14-inch cast from a print
found in the Pamir-Alai Mount ains, Tajikist an,  (R)
A 15.5-inch footprint found in T ien-Shan,

SASQ UAT CH “CONNECTIONS”
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Yowie study by Barry Olive.

Aborigine pictograph of a
“giant, hair-covered man.”

Andre Clayden with
13-inch cast.

Possible yowie footprint, 13 inches
long, Barrington T ops, NSW.

THE AUSTRALIAN YO WIE

Although “y owie” is a f air l y r ecent ter m f or
Austr alia’ s sasqua tc h or bigf oot, the cr ea tur e
itself pr eda tes written histor y. In f act, we
belie ve Aborigines ha ve been encountering this
m ysterious cr ea tur e since the y ar ri ved on the
continent. A Yulanji picto gra ph, de picting w ha t
these people r ef er to as a giant hair -co ver ed
man, pr ovides some indica tion of the antiquity
of the phenomenon.

Na ti ve y owie encounter s, ho wev er , w er e not
tak en seriousl y until Eur opeans slo wl y pushed
into the “out bac k” and sa w the cr ea tur e f ir st-
hand. The ear liest cr edib le sighting b y a
Eur opean da tes fr om 1848. A she pher d
maintained to the da y he died tha t he sa w a
hair y man w ho w alk ed upright and ter rif ied his
nor mall y f ear less do gs .

Extensi ve r esear c h on the y owie has
unco ver ed a bout 300 sightings or incidents ,
and anal ysis of these e ye witness r epor ts
rev eals an astounding similarity betw een
yo wies and sasqua tc h. Unf or tuna tel y, tr ac ks
ar e r ar e gi ven Austr alia’ s dr y c lima te and soil
conditions , so f ew r epor ts pr ovide this kind of
evidence . Ne ver theless , w ha t has been
collected is impr essi ve, and conf ir ms tha t the
cr ea tur e is f ar be yond a na ti ve le gend.

Alwyn Richards says he saw a
yowie simply step over this fence.
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